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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Dear Parents,  

Over the years, I have been fortunate to be able to have the opportunity to visit Canberra with various 
schools and their Yr .7 and now Yr. 6 trips to Canberra. My first experience of this was in 2000. 

At the time, I was the Acting Assistant Principal – Administration at St Francis Xavier School – 
Runaway Bay and I was accompanying our Year 7 students and their teachers on their annual Sydney-
Canberra Trip. During our time in Canberra, among the many places we visited, the standout for me 
(as always is) was the Australian War Memorial. 

We were lucky enough to arrive there during an extremely quiet period. We separated into our groups 
and spent some time (to the extent of, the group I was in charge of almost missing the bus back!) 
wandering around the displays and museums. Our group, consisting of around 8 year seven children 
and myself eventually found ourselves in the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier and it felt as if we were 
standing there alone. 

We spent about 15 minutes just thinking of the sacrifices made by these gallant young men and women 
when the thought of my Grandfather overwhelmed me. He had passed away back in 1991, but 
suddenly I was remembering sitting in the corner of Nan and Pop’s lounge room as a child with Pop 
explaining the reasons why he received each of the medals in his impressive display. 

I remembered how occasionally he would accidentally break into a story of his fighting days in Borneo 
and after a short space of time he would suddenly stop and refuse to continue. I’d be pleading with 
him to keep going – but to no avail. I also remembered the last time I saw my Pop (not knowing so at 
the time, although I’m pretty sure he did) and how we really talked. We talked about his life, about what 
I wanted to do when I grew up and how proud he was of me. I was 17 at the time. I remember how he 
told me that he wanted me to take care of his medals and how that made me feel pretty special. I 
remembered how proud I was to have a Pop like that – not only that he was my Pop, but more the true 



digger he was. He had a real ANZAC spirit about him – he was a mate to many and I was privileged 
enough to be a mate of his! 

I looked up and noticed my group was still standing there in the tomb of the Unknown Soldier (thank 
God!). I also felt a tear falling down my cheek. I quickly wiped it away, but honestly it was one of the 
most moving experiences of my life. 

Still today, I can only imagine what my old mate was thinking when he used to tell me those half stories 
and parts of what he had experienced  – lost mates, past battles, friends left with injuries and the like. 
I think about this regularly, but especially every ANZAC Day when I proudly march with his medals in 
his honour. 

I only wish I had thought back then, when he was around, to thank him! Although I do think he has a 
fair idea of how thankful I am of him and what he and so many others like him did. 

So yesterday was very special for my family and I, being the first of hopefully many ANZAC Day 
Marches with St Brigid’s, Nerang at the Nerang RSL. I was filled with pride as there were just under 
60 St Brigid’s students, and several St Brigid’s Staff Members who turned up to honour those who 
died. Thank you to each of those families who marched with us. Your presence was deeply 
appreciated. 

Lest We Forget. 

Pets on School Grounds 

It has been brought to my attention that some pets have been brought onto school property recently. 
Please realise that it is not appropriate or safe to bring dogs or other household pets onto school 
grounds with out the prior permission of the school administration. 

Labour Day Public Holiday 

Just a reminder that this coming Monday (May 1) is a Public Holiday. 

Cross Country Carnival 

Today we are having our St Brigid’s School Cross Country Carnival. My thanks goes to Mrs Bronwyn 
Messenger for all of her efforts in making today’s carnival a fun-filled and memorable one. 

Maintaining the Hold 

If you really knew how it all went down, you would step back and take a bow, because you know 
nothing of the past, you couldn?'t comprehend it was all too fast. The path once taken has now 
turned to dust, you cannot go down it but you know you must, what lies at the end is the answer to it 
all, but the higher you go the further you fall. With this in mind you venture on, leaving all behind you 
forever gone. With a faint memory and a quivering spine, deep within you know you are fine. So in 
this question you stop the thought, with this memory you once forgot. You tread through this trail 
awaiting the end, you look to the sides no companion or friend. Now on to the task that asks for the 
best, asking the question should you lay it to rest. Or do you stay true and give it your all, because if 
you do you will not fall.  
Dane Smidt 

 

God bless you and best wishes for the week ahead. 



David Sewell 
 PRINCIPAL 

PARISH NEWS 

APRE NEWS 

ANZAC Day Mass 

It was wonderful to come together as a whole school with members of the St Brigid’s community to 
celebrate the ANZAC tradition on Monday.  Special thanks must go to Mr Craig Kingston for giving the 
ANZAC day address.  Well done especially to all of our students who remained reverent throughout 
the service. 

ANZAC Day Community March 

Thanks to all the children and their families who came and represented St Brigid’s in the Nerang 
Community ANZAC day march on Tuesday, along with members of staff, Mr Sewell, Mrs Lincoln, Miss 
Bray, Mr Caldwell and little Josh. The children were terrific and marched with pride and from all reports 
they were quite inspired by the events of the morning.  We hope that this St Brigid’s tradition will 
continue to be supported for many years to come.   

Vinnies Winter Food and Clothing Appeal 

 

This term, our Year 6 Events Committee leaders at St Brigid’s will be collecting donations for the St 
Vinnies Winter Food and Clothing Appeal. At the moment, the students are planning how to best do 
this with their Year 6 cohort.  Keep an eye on the newsletter as we will be asking for the support of our 
school community to please donate any non-perishable food items, blankets and warm 
clothes.   Details to follow shortly. 

“When you support Vinnies, you are helping us do what we do best: rebuild lives. 

Because you are not just giving money, you're giving hope. 

As we brace ourselves for another winter, some people need hope more than anything.” 

APA NEWS 

NAPLAN Testing 

NAPLAN is one of the many assessment tools that teachers and schools use during to year to ensure 
that we have a comprehensive picture of students, their progress and learning needs. 

As such, we wish to encourage all Year 3 and Year 5 students at St Brigid’s to be involved in this 
assessment starting Tuesday 9 May. 

Should you wish to clarify any issues or concerns around the NAPLAN testing and your child, please 
contact Mrs Rey. 



Positive Behaviour for Learning at St Brigid\'s 

 

  

St Brigid\'s School Day - Term 2 

Students should arrive at school from 8:10am. When they get here they need to drop their bag at their 
classroom and head down to a supervised play area – both the hall and the Junior Adventure 
playground/Oval and supervised for play between 8:10 and 8:30am. 

When the first bell goes at 8:30am the right place to head is: 

Monday – to their class line in the MPA for Monday Morning Muster; 

Tuesday to Friday – to their classroom to get organised for their learning day to start. 

The second bell at 8:40am signals a start to formal lessons for the day. If students have PE or Music 
these start from 8:40am. 

The first break bell goes at 10:40am and signals a move straight to play time. When the eating bell 
goes at 11:00am students head back to their classroom eating area, grab their lunch boxes and sit to 
eat. When the tuckshop is open (Wednesday to Friday) students are able to head down and buy during 
their eating time. 

The middle session is signalled by a bell that rings at 11:20am. Students line back up with their class 
ready to head in for more learning. 



The second break bell rings at 1:30pm and students again head straight out to play. On tuckshop days 
students should head straight to pick up any lunch orders at the start of playtime and they can also 
line up during their play time to buy food. The second break eating bell rings at 1:50pm and everyone 
heads back up to their class eating area. 

The bell for the last session of the day rings at 2:00pm and runs till 3:00pm. At the end of the day 
students head to the right place for them: 

Front reception – students catching the bus; 

Outside the Church – car pool pick up for students with last names starting with A-M; 

Outside the Admin building – car pool pick up for students with last names starting with N-Z; 

Or to meet directly with parents in a negotiated spot or walk/ride home. 

DATE CLAIMERS 

Date Time Event Venue 
Wednesday 26 April 2017 9.00am St Brigid's Cross Country School Oval 
Monday 1 May 2017 All day Labour Day Public Holiday N/A 
Monday 8 May 2017 All day P & F Mother's Day Stall Outside Uniform Shop 
Tuesday 9 - Thursday 11 May 2017 Various Naplan Testing Year 3 and 5 Classrooms 
Thursday 11 May 2017 2.10pm Mother's Day Prayer on Assembly MPA 
Tuesday 16 May 2017 All day District Cross Country Carnival TBA 
Wednesday 24 May 2017 9.00am Annual Book Character Parade MPA 
Wednesday 31 May 2017 All day Catholic Schools Cross Country Carnival School Oval 
Thursday 8 June 2017 9.15am Year 6 Mass Church 
Friday 9 June 2017 9.15am Year 2 Mass Church 
Thursday 15 June 2017 11.30am Under 8's Day Classrooms 
Friday 16 June 2017 9.15am Year 4 Mass Church 
Sunday 18 - Friday 23 June 2017 All day Year 6 Canberra Trip Canberra 
Friday 23 June 2017 9.15am End of Term Mass Church 

  END OF TERM 2  

PASTORAL CARE 

 

LIBRARY NEWS 

Congratulations to our First Literacy Awards recipients from 3A. 

Byron G and Chelsea M 



This award is for your dedication to working on literacy skills and showing improvements; it is a 
wonderful example for your fellow class mates and our wider school community.  Keep up the 
wonderful work. 

ANZAC DISPLAY 

 

Come in and visit our ANZAC display at the front of the library.  We have comfy cushions for you to sit 
on and read about our ANZAC history.  Join us every second lunch Monday to Thursday; we would 
love to see you. 

READERS CUP COMPETITION 

Isabelle W, Aliyah R, Cliodhna N, Lily M and Poppy B.  These students will be representing St 
Brigid’s at the annual Readers Cup Competition.  They have a number of books to read over the next 
few weeks along with lunch time practice, we wish them the very best in their 
preparations.  Congratulations! 

WATCH THIS SPACE - CHARACTER PARADE INFORMATION COMING SOON… 

Parade will be held on Wednesday 24
th
 May 8.40am 

BIRTHDAYS 



 

Happy birthday to those in the St Brigid's community who celebrate their birthday this week: 
 

 Aidan F, Kaelan G, Jayden H, Reilly F, Charlotte C, Kairon G, 
 Indigo M, Gabrine M 

PB4L 

Robo\'s Rule of the Week 

 

Respect for Learning 

Focus: Classroom 

  

I show respect for learning by being in the right 
place at the right time and ready to learn. 

This week's awardees are: 

Khloe 4A, Sandon 6B, Kaelan 0A, Aston P 6A, Ben H 2B, Ashleigh 0B, Ava 0B, Luke D 6B, 
London 2C. 

THE ARTS 

Dance 



TIMETABLE 

This term the focus in weekly Arts lessons will be Dance and Movement. Please check which day 
your child's class has this specialist lesson as there has been some changes due to the new 
timetable. 

CLOTHING 

For comfort, I suggest students wear sports uniform, and girls may wish to bring a pair of bike 
pants, shorts or track pants to wear if they like, as skirts can inhibit movement. Students will be 
working in bare feet as they can work through and feel the whole foot, developing strength and 
dexterity. There is also less chance of slipping. 

SAFETY 

Please ensure no inappropriate jewellery is worn, as there is the potential for it to scratch and get 
caught. Students are constantly reminded about the need to follow safe dance practices such as 
awareness of others in the dance space, warming up and having water. 

If you have any questions about the program, please contact me at the school. 

Mrs Maryanne Sandstrom 

Arts Teacher 

SPORTS REPORT - MRS MESSENGER 

Interschool Sport 

What a great first week!! The children were all very excited to play. 

Results were as follows: 

Netball 

Year 5 team won 12 – 4 

Year 6 team lost 0 – 4 

Rugby League team won 24 – 20 

Oz Tag 

Year 5 team drew 5 – 5 

Year 5/6 team lost 3 – 5 

Year 6 team lost 3 – 8 

Soccer 

Year 5 team won 12 – 3 

Year 6 team lost 4 – 2 

I would like to congratulate all students on their behaviour and the sportsmanship they showed. 

Next week’s games are as follows: 



Soccer 

Italo-Australian Club (Merrimac Soccer Club)  

6A Boys v St Vincent’s – 1:35pm – 2:20pm 

St. Vincent’s Primary School 

6A Girls – v St. Vincent’s – 1:35pm – 2:20pm 

5B Boys v St. Vincent’s  - 12:40pm – 1:25pm 

Netball 

Firth Park 

5C v Palm Beach - 1:50pm - 2:18pm 

6B v GCCC - 1:20pm - 1:48pm 

Oz Tag 

Marymount 

5C v Varsity 2 - 1:35pm - 2:20pm (Year 5 team) 

6B v Worongary - 12:45pm - 1:30 pm (Year 5/6 team) 

6A v Varsity - 1:35pm - 2:20pm (Year 6 team) 

Rugby League 

Marymount 

6B v Elanora – 12:45pm – 1:30pm 

P AND F COMMITTEE 

Welcome back to Term 2. We hope you had a great break. 

We have a number of events coming up in May: 

3
rd

 May – Wednesday   commencing at 8.30am.   Mother’s Day Staff preparations 

The P & F would like to invite volunteers to help with packaging gifts for the mother’s day stall. If you 
can help please contact Julie Rollison on 0403788832 . If you can only spare an hour that would be 
great too. 

5
th
 May – Friday  commencing at 5.30pm.  Autumn BBQ 

Come along to our free sausage sizzle and listen to the music being play by “Old Skool”. The Coffee 
van and drinks will be available to purchase on the night. Bring a chair or a picnic rug and enjoy the 
music.  It should be a great night for all. 

8
th
 May – Monday – class time only.  Mother’s Day Stall 

All gifts are $7 each. Children can buy more than 1 gift. Money can be sent in an envelope to the 
school office or you can buy online by downloading the Qkr app.Gifts need to be purchased by 



Thursday 4
th
 May, this will ensure we have sufficient stock number. A flyer will be sent home shortly 

with details. 

31
st
 May – Wed – 8.30am to 2.30pm (approx.)  BBQ at the Catholics Cross Country 

The P & F have an opportunity to raise further funds for school equipment and education items by 
having a bbq and drinks stall at this carnival.  We are seeking a number of volunteers to help cook and 
assist with the stall.  If you are able to help for even 1 hour please contact Julie on 0403 788 832. 

Just one thing letter 

As a new fundraising committee starts in the 2017 year, the P & F Committee are asking for a little 
help to get the job done. At St Brigid’s, we encourage all families to assist with ‘just one 
thing’throughout the school year to help raise funds for the improvement/maintenance of facilities and 
resources to benefit our children and the entire school community. If you can help in any way, we 
would love to hear from you. Please read the attached form, fill out your preference dates and return 
to the school office. 

Regards 

Helene Fahey 
 President 

 



 

  

 



 

TUCKSHOP 

UNIFORM SHOP 



 

Opening hours - Tuesday and Friday 8:30am - 9:30am 

Help needed!  If you have a spare hour on a Tuesday or Friday morning from 8.30 - 9.30am, your help 
serving would be greatly appreciated.  If available to help out, please give me a call or drop in to the 
Uniform Shop. 

Second Hand Uniforms 

Families wishing to leave their second hand items on consignment.Families will be required to 
complete a SECOND HAND UNIFORM CONSIGNMENT AGREEMENT which is located on the 
Parent Portal under School Shops or available at the School Office. 
 
Deborah Laurie 
Uniform Shop Convenor 

CLASS NEWS 

Year 2 News 

We hope that all the Year Two children, as well as their families had an 'eggcellent' and reflective 
Easter celebration! We are 'eggcited' by the new beginnings that a new term brings... Already there 
have been some adjustments and changes to our whole school routines and we appreciate your 
patience with this, but believe the changes are going to be well worth it! 

Please be reminded that school officially begins at 8:40 am. We understand that occasionally, children 
can be late for important appointments or for unforeseen circumstances. However, we ask that each 
child arrives no later than 8:40 am. It is imperative that children arrive by 8:40, so they can: change 
their reader, perhaps organise library books, banking and/or tuckshop etc, listen to important 
messages and finally, settle before they begin the first lesson. Our goal is to start teaching absolutely 
no later than 9am. We appreciate your understanding and support regarding this matter. 

In Term 2, subject rotations will continue, but now they will take place each Friday. Miss Burtenshaw 
will be teaching Science. In these lessons, children will explore the use of resources from Earth and 
will be introduced to the idea of the flow of matter when considering how water is used. 

Mrs Essing will teach Geography. Students will explore how Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders 
maintain their connection to places i.e.: Burleigh Headland (Jellurgal). They will also explore how 
distance and accessibility affects how often people travel to different places. 

Mrs Purdon will be teaching Visual Arts. Throughout the term, students will examine different 
places/landmarks on the Gold Coast and produce artwork experimenting with various materials found 
in nature. 

We hope that everyone was able to commemorate ANZAC Day in a special way. Children participated 
beautifully in Monday's Mass. 

Library lessons re-commence this week (Thursday, Wk 2).  If you have any questions regarding the 
new homework format (Studyladder) please see your child's teacher. 

Thank you to all parents who were able to meet with their child's teacher recently. It was great to sit 
down and chat about your child's progress. There was a lot to celebrate! We look forward to seeing 
more progress throughout Term 2! 



Have a wonderful week! 

Year 3 News 

Year 3 is gearing up for a big Term 2 as we spend the next few weeks preparing for our very first 
NAPLAN testing.  Over the next few weeks we will expose children to NAPLAN materials such as the 
reading magazine, experience writing a specific text type using a writing stimulus, completing a 
spelling/grammar test in a written format(not oral e.g. teacher saying words) and how to independently 
complete a maths test.  

Teachers guide children through the concept of 'fair test' conditions.  These are explained to children 
as NAPLAN test instructions for teachers for ALL STUDENTS in AUSTRALIA so that all Year 3 
students receive the same instructions e.g. teachers can read the maths test questions but cannot the 
numbers or mathematical signs.  This is so every student is given the same test conditions under which 
he/she will complete the test.  The children will experience the process of filling out test booklets 
correctly, reading questions carefully and simply 'having a go' to attempt questions within a very 
specific (usually 45 min.) time frame.  We have a proud tradition at St. Brigid's of preparing students 
well so they feel confident, are familiar with NAPLAN material, understand the 'fair test' process and 
complete the booklets as best they can. 

Year 4 News 

 

 

Term Two has begun with a short but exciting first week back.  The Year Four students were lucky 
enough to have a special ANZAC talk, given by Mr Mark Swain from the Nerang RSL, on Friday.  He 
provided the students with an insight into what life was and is like for soldiers during wartime.  The 
students had an opportunity to ask questions about not just the ANZACs but war in general.  Mr 
Swain's historical knowledge about WWI, WWII and his experience from 1981 onward (whilst he 



served in the army) was incredibly interesting for the enthusiastic children.  We thank Mr Swain for his 
ongoing support towards our students each year. 

 

 

  

Another exciting moment for our students on Friday included a fabulous opportunity to play with a 
traditional Japanese toy called a Kendama.  Many students struggled at first with the rather challenging 
duce ball or cup-and-ball style game, but with great determination they eventually achieved success 
by the end of their Japanese class lesson. 

 

Please note that there have been some changes to the Year 4 timetable.  Library lessons will now be 
on Mondays, however students will continue to have the opportunity to borrow books on any day of 
the week (during second break).  Please encourage your child(ren) to borrowevery week and read 
every day.  The more you read, the more you know.  Furthermore, we will be stressing the importance 
of reading for meaning this term, which includes being able to answer both literal and implied questions 
about a variety of text types.  This is a life long skill that we encourage you to discuss as you read with 
your child(ren) at home. 

This coming week brings our always fun and competitive annual Cross Country Carnival on 
Wednesday and an exciting excursion to the PCYC Bicycle Safety Centre later in the week.  Stay 
tuned to upcoming newsletters for photos of these events. 

Have a wonderful week! 



Year 4 Teachers 

Year 5 News 

Welcome to Term 2. It’s a big term in Grade Five, with lots to keep us busy. 

Thank you to those parents who have come to the Student-led conferences. This was a great 
opportunity to discuss your child’s progress and areas they can improve on. Many parents 
commented that they appreciated the opportunity to have a conversation with their child about their 
learning. If you have not yet made contact to find a time to discuss your child’s learning, please do so 
soon. 

This term we are getting ready for NAPLAN. This will occur from the 9
th
 to 11

th
 of May. We will be 

doing some preparation in class to help the students know how to answer the types of questions that 
are on the test and strategies they might use. Parents can help by ensuring that students have a 
good nights sleep beforehand and a healthy breakfast to set them up for the day. 

This term we have lots of exciting things to learn about. In Religion we will be learning about the Holy 
Spirit and the sacrament of Confirmation. We will be writing persuasive texts in English, as well as 
looking at different ways of telling a story, such as in visual form or a movie. In Science, we will be 
investigating the differences between solids, liquids and gases. In Geography we will be finding out 
more about bushfires. 

We are all looking forward to a great term. 

OFFICE NEWS 

Asthma Management Plans 

If your child has an Asthma Management Plan from their doctor and has medication at school, you 
are required to provide a copy of the Plan to the school office. 

SCHOOL BANKING 

CommBank Youth App 

  

 



The CommBank Youth app is an innovative digital banking tool to help teach Australian children real-
life money skills in an increasingly digital world. It is now available to download through the App 
Store. 

With the CommBank Youth app, your child can: 

• Check the balance of their Youthsaver account 

• View School Banking deposits in their transaction history 

• Track the number of Dollarmites tokens they collect 

• Set up savings goals and monitor their progress 

• Create a list of chores they can do to earn pocket money 

  

  

COMMUNITY NEWS 



 

 



 

 



 

  

Gold Coast Grizzly\'s Ice Hockey Club 

We are a non profit sports club on the Gold Coast.  We are offering free sessions of come & try Ice 
Hockey in May.    All the equipment will be included and it is suitable for all abilities.  



 

 


