
 

WEEK 7 TERM 1 

Welcome to Week 7. 

Remember to keep up to date with what's happening at St Brigid's through our Parent Portal.
 

 

  

  

  

Please follow us on Twitter: @StBrigidsNerang 

Morning Tea with our Principal 

http://@StBrigidsNerang


 

  

Do you or any of your friends and family have a child starting Prep 
in 2018? 

Come along to our morning tea to see why St Brigid's is so well 
regarded in our community.  We are currently taking enrolments 
for all grades for 2018 so please spread the word amongst friends, 
family, work colleagues, kindergarten friends and fellow playgroup 
members.   We would love to see you.  Please remember to RSVP 
for catering purposes. 

 

 

 



 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Editorial 

Dear Parents, 

These days, much attention is devoted to bullying and appropriately so when we consider the severe 
and detrimental long-term effects on victims (and bullies).  Bullying occurs in all areas of society.  Many 
parents will have witnessed or experienced bullying in a number of contexts … work, school, 
community and, for some, even in the family situation. 

Schools can provide fertile opportunities for bullying … 

• there are lots of kids from varying social and family backgrounds, creating differences in power 
and status arrangements; 

• teaching staff, while obviously present in their supervision capacity, are not privy to every 
physical or verbal interaction; 

• children are reluctant to ‘dob’; and 

• even when allegations are made, they are often difficult to substantiate, due to conflicting 
versions. 

We also need to be careful about what constitutes bullying.  As a Principal, I receive complaints 
ascribed as bullying that, often are actually one-off acts of aggression or retaliatory responses … still 
most inappropriate and worthy of investigation, but not bullying!  So, a workable and easily understood 
definition is critical. 

Bullying is now generally defined as the repeated physical, verbal or psychological intimidation of a 
less powerful person by a more powerful person or group.  It may include some or all of the following 
behaviours: 

• Name calling; 

• Teasing and taunting; 

• Racist or sexist remarks; 

• Social ostracism; 

• Malicious gossip; 

•   

• Physical force. 

… but, essentially relies on an imbalance of power in the relationship between the bully and the 
victim. 

Therefore, not all acts of aggression are bullying.  Normally, aggression that involves any 2-way 
process of attack and counter-attack is not bullying. Particularly, if the attacks occur between parties 
of equal power/strength/status and are part of a 2-way attack and retaliation process.  Rather, bullying 
usually refers to a one-way attack situation in which the perpetrator has more power and the victim 
cannot really retaliate.  In fact, the victim usually feels helpless and powerless. 

Fights that have occurred between two girls, both vying for superiority in a friendship clique, come to 
mind as examples.  One day, Jenny may have the ‘upper hand’; the next day, Francine may be able 
to ostracise Jenny from the group.  So, while the behaviours are labelled as bullying by the girls (and 
often, by their parents) when each appears to be on the receiving end, in reality, the situation is best 
described as a kind of feud with varying win-lose outcomes. 



At St Brigid’s, we are committed to confronting bullying ‘Head-on’! With our Postitive Behaviour 4 
Learning Focus – namely through the St Brigid’s School Wide Positive Behaviour Plan which can be 
found on our Parent Portal, we will always address bullying at our school in a Firm, Fair and Consistent 
manner. 

Long Term Absences 

Parents who wish to exclude their children from school for more than 10 days must complete an 
application for an Exemption from Compulsory Schooling (Non--state schools) form. The Education 
General Provisions Act 2006 mandates that all absences of longer than 10 days, other than for medical 
reasons, must be approved by the Principal of the school and be of sound educational grounds. 

International Women's Day 

Tomorrow is International Women’s Day. I would like to take this opportunity in extending my sincere 
thanks to all the women in our community who contribute to the life of our wonderful school. It is also 
my hope that women feel that they are valued and appreciated not only on this annual celebration, but 
everyday! 

Thought for Your Week 

"Do a little more each day than you think you possibly can." Lowell Thomas 

Recently, I was talking with a friend and they were telling me about a speech they had read. The 
speech was about a salesman and the one simple principal of success that he saw over and over 
again in successful people. He saw: 

They were successful in obtaining top positions because when it came to their work, they did what 
needed to be done and then some. 

They had the happiest families and these were not the ones that were rich but the ones who spent 
time with each other, helped each other, and had respect for each other, and then some. 

They had strong friendships because they were friends who were good friends, and then some. 

They were always willing to help out, were kind, and thoughtful, and then some. 

In any situation, you knew you could always count on them and then some. 

They never gave up on any goals; when met with challenges they took action to over come the 
challenges and then some. 

A simple principle - and then some. These three little words are the best that I have heard in a long 
time. When I started thinking about it, you can apply these words to any situation in your life. You can 
always do what is needed to be done and then some. If you apply this principle, you will find that you 
will find success because over time "and then some" adds up to success. 

Recently, I have been in situations that I have thought of this principle and applied it, and it is amazing 
what happens. When it comes to your job, your friendships, your family, your commitments, I invite 
you to do what you have to do and then some! 

Thank you for reading! 

With every blessing for the week ahead, 



David Sewell 
Principal  

 

APRE NEWS 

Whole School Project Compassion Fundraising - 17 March 

PLEASE BRING A GOLD COIN DONATION! 

CARITAS K's WATER RELAY
 

  

On March 17, all students at St Brigid’s will be involved in the 

Caritas Ks Water relay.  They will be raising awareness and funds for the thousands of children, 
women and men around the world who have to cover many kilometres each day for basic necessities 
like food, water, education or healthcare.  

  

Our Year 4 students are busily planning this event and will promote ‘clocking up Ks for compassion’ 
over the next couple of weeks. 

Project Compassion Boxes 

The donations from St Brigid’s Primary school to Project 

Compassion help to allow Caritas Australia, the Catholic Agency for International Aid and 
Development, to work towards a more just and fair world, where the basic human right for food is met 
and sustained. 

Each child has received a Project Compassion box.  Thanks in advance for your support. 



You might like to follow the INSPIRATIONAL WEEKLY STORIES of the Project Compassion 2017 
feature people, and learn about how their lives have changed through your support of Caritas 
Australia's development programs. 

Sacramental Preparation Program 2017 

With the 2017 Sacramental Preparation about to begin, could you please note the following 
dates.   Please direct enquiries to the Parish office 55962632 or myself. 

 

Learning to Lament - Archbishop Coleridge\'s Lenten Pastoral Letter 

 A thought provoking message from Archbishop Coleridge as we begin 

our Lenten journey. 

http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion/weekly-stories/weekly-stories


https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/articles/learning-lament-archbishop-coleridges-lenten-
pastoral-letter-2017/ 

  

  

Have a wonderful week! 

Belinda Kingston 
APRE 

APA NEWS 

National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence 

March 17 

In the lead up to the 2017 National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence it is timely that we look 
as a community at the definition of Bullying and how we, as a community, can respond to it effectively. 

At St Brigid’s we have an Anti-Bullying policy. As part of this policy we have adopted the nationally 
recognised definition of Bullying: 

The national definition of bullying for Australian schools says: 

Bullying is an ongoing misuse of power in relationships through repeated verbal, physical and/or social 
behaviour that causes physical and/or psychological harm. It can involve an individual or a group 
misusing their power over one or more persons. Bullying can happen in person or online, and it can 
be obvious (overt) or hidden (covert). 

Bullying of any form or for any reason can have long-term effects on those involved, including 
bystanders. 

Single incidents and conflict or fights between equals, whether in person or online, are not defined as 
bullying. 

Behaviours that do not constitute bullying include: 

• mutual arguments and disagreements (where there is no power imbalance) 

• not liking someone or a single act of social rejection 

• one-off acts of meanness or spite 

• isolated incidents of aggression, intimidation or violence. 

However, these conflicts still need to be addressed and resolved. 

We encourage our students to come and speak to us about the times at school where they may feel 
they have felt unsafe or that the action from others have upset them. We know that sometimes they 
will come home and tell you first. If your children do come home with concerns, we do encourage you 
to call us and talk it through. We are all working as a community to ensure that St Brigid’s is a safe, 
happy and productive Catholic learning environment. 

Watch the Parent Portal (and Facebook page?) over the next two weeks for more about how we can 
respond as a community to bullying and violence. 

http://www.sb.qld.edu.au/about-us/School%20Policies/Policies/Anti-Bullying%20Policy.pdf
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/WhatIsBullying/DefinitionOfBullying/Pages/Glossary.aspx#P


 

Let’s take a Stand Together! 

On Friday 17 March, add one item of orange clothing or decoration to your uniform to show that we 
are standing together against Bullying and Violence. 

School Photos 2017 - Friday March 24 

This year we have booked our photo day for the end of Term 1, Friday March 24.  Information will be 
sent out in the very near future for ordering your 2017 photos. 

Julie Rey 
 APA 

PARISH NEWS 

PASTORAL CARE 

PASTORAL CARE 

 

DATE CLAIMERS 

Date Time Event Venue 
Monday 13 March 2017 2.30pm School Banking Visit on Assembly MPA (Hall) 
Tuesday 14 March 2017 8.00am School Banking Account Opening Outside Prep area 
Friday 17 March 2017 5.30pm P & F Welcome BBQ School Oval 
Monday 27 March 2017 2.30pm Holy Week Liturgy MPA (Hall) 
Friday 31 March 2017 9.15am End of Term Mass Church 
Friday 31 March 2017 All day LAST DAY OF TERM 1 N/A 
Tuesday 18 April 2017 All day FIRST DAY OF TERM 2 N/A 
Monday 24 April 2017 9.15am ANZAC Day Mass Church 
Tuesday 25 April 2017 All day ANZAC Day Public Holiday N/A 
Wednesday 26 April 2017 9.00am St Brigid's Cross Country School Oval 
Monday 1 May 2017 All day Labour Day Public Holiday N/A 

 



 

 Happy birthday to those in the St Brigid's community who celebrate their birthday this week: 
 Maddi C, Aston S, Monique C, Steven H, 
 Jimmy H, Tiaani M, Chelsea F, Peter D, 

 Lachlan G, Eva M, Jaxon M 
   

PB4L 

Robo's Rule of the Week 

 

Remember to use acceptable behaviour when transitioning - moving around the school. 

Robo Awards 

 Kimberly 1A, Bella 3A, Yasmina 0C, Steven 1A, Jaxon 0A, Sandon M 6B, 

Cliodhna 6A, Aliyah 6B, Kendall 6B, Charlotte C 5A. 

THE ARTS 

Singing Club 



 

Every Thursday in the music room. (Eco-Enquiry Centre) 

Please meet at the top of the ramp at 8am. All children in years 2 - 6 are welcome to come along. 

No younger siblings, please. 

The Arts are offered as a weekly hour lesson for each class, here at St Brigid’s. Over the course of a 
year in the specialist weekly lesson, students will participate and engage with Music, Dance and 
Drama. Visual Arts and Media is presented within the general classroom curriculum. Term 1 focus is 
music. 

Below is a brief outline of what your child will be learning in these weekly Music lessons across the 
course. 

MUSIC: Learning in  

• Listening 

• Performing 

• Composing 

Listening to enjoy, reflect, analyse, appreciate and evaluate their own and other’s musical 

works. 

Performing: playing, singing, rehearsing, practising, using musical instruments, voice, 

body, found sounds sources and ICT. 

Composingusing the elements of music (rhythm, pitch, dynamics and expression, form 

and structure, timbre, texture) to compose, arrange, notate. 

Next newsletter I will go into more detail regarding the focus of each learning band (P-2, 3-4, 5-
6) 

Mrs Maryanne Sandstrom 
 The Arts 

SPORTS REPORT - MRS MESSENGER 

Catholic School's Swimming Carnival 

Well done to everyone who participated in the Catholic School's Swimming Carnival on Friday. We 
had a great day and as always the children represented St. Brigid’s in a fantastic manner! The children 



that attended the day showed great Sportsmanship and encouraged their peers to do the very best 
they could all day! They should all be very proud of themselves for the way they conducted themselves, 
I am!  

  

Bronwyn Messenger 
PE Teacher and Sport Coordinator 

LIBRARY NEWS 

The library is in need of some more plastic bags.  The students use the plastic bags to place 
  borrowed books in before placing them into their library bags to take home.  This 

provides added protection for our library resources.  If you have an oversupply of plastic bags in your 
home, the library staff will happily take them off your hands.  

Melissa Coman 
Teacher Librarian 

 

Thank you for the warm welcome to St Brigid’s, I am excited to be working with, families and teachers 
to create a wonderful learning space at the library.   Mrs Coman, Mrs McLeish and myself have a few 
ideas for engaging students in literacy so look out for some reading challenges to come. 

The students of years 4, and 5 have been working hard during their library lessons to complete a 
project for the First World War Centenary Display Centre, Nerang.  The student’s contribution to this 
display will be open from March to May 2017 where the major campaigns of 1917 will be 
examined.  This display will reflect the important engagements in which Australian forces were 
involved and to raise awareness of the impact it had on local communities. 

The WW1 Centenary Display Centre is located in the historic Preece House in Bischof Pioneer Park, 

Nerang. The display will open this Thursday 9
th
 of March. 

Opening hours are: 

Thursday & Friday 9am to 2pm 

Sunday 9am to Midday 

Gretta Kerin-Baker 
Librarian 

 



 

 

APP of the Week 

Lightbot code hour 

 This is an app that has very simple coding for students in the early years.  You can 

download the light app for free.  There is only 8 levels, however this is a great starting point to see if 
they like coding. 

Local Library News 

Nerang library will be having a book sale on  

Thursday 
23rd 

of March  – 4pm – 7pm 

Friday 24
th
 March 9am – 6pm 

Saturday 25
th
 March 9am – 1pm 

  

  

Come down and grab yourself a bargain, books are priced to sell! 

 

 

  

  



  

  

These School Holidays 

Be Inspired 

Hop onto to GCCC website to see what's on at your local Nerang Library. 

All Sessions are free for Students 6-12 years old. 

Please book online at cityofgoldcoast.com.au/libraryevents or at the host library. 

  

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GUIDANCE COUNSELLOR NEWS 

March News 

 

Welcome to Week 7! I don’t know where the time is going! We have really been getting into great 
discussions about implementation of the new Brisbane Catholic Education ‘Relationships and 
Sexuality Education’ in our Catholic school.  There are great resources available and I am looking 
forward to being involved in the implementation team at St Brigid’s Primary.  

This week I have decided to attach Michael Grose’s articles both related to helping your children gain 
independence.  I, like most people, have made the mistake of doing too much for children.  Then I 
have thought about the sense of achievement you can get from eventually mastering tasks or just to 
see your parents happy with you for contributing. 

Often, you find you’re not aware and it’s automatic because you are doing tasks due to habit.  Other 
times, you’re in a rush and cannot be bothered nagging and it’s faster to do it yourself.  I’ve read in a 
few places that it takes 21 days to form a habit.  Obviously, this varies depending on what the task 
is.  You would need to ensure the task is developmentally appropriate and your child knows what is 
required.  The articles both have some great tips and things to consider when encouraging your 
child/children to develop independence.      

Have a great month!! 

Danae Ford 
Guidance Counsellor 



 

P AND F COMMITTEE 

AGM 

The P & F held it's Annual General Meeting with new members being appointed. 

The Executive Committee comprises of the following members: 

President             Helene Fahey 

Vice President    Karen Jongbloed 

Secretary             Julie Rollison 

Treasurer             Sarah Donaldson 

Various subcommittees were also established for 2017 and the following P & F members are on these 
committees. 

Uniform Committee 

Helene Fahey 

Active School Travel Committee 

Liz Keppie and Julie Rollison 

Grants Committee 

Jo Gaddes, Julie Rollison and Helene Fahey 

Fundraising Committee 

Gretta Kerin-Baker, Jo Gaddes, Liz Keppie 

Jo Gaddes, Tennile Forbes, Errol Edwards, Katie Okudo and Karen Youngbloed 

Fete Committee 

Helene Fahey, Jo Gaddes. 



Further information will be sent out seeking nominations from  members of  the community to form a 
committee with a view of having a Fete in 2018/2019. If you are interested in being on the committee 
please advise Julie Rollison on julier@amaps.com.au. 

Up and coming events in March 

P & F Committee 15
th
 March at 7pm in the staff room. We wish to invite the community to the next 

committee meeting. 

Welcome BBQ – school oval on 17
th
 March at 5.30pm. The committee invites all families to come 

along to our free bbq. Entertainment will be provided by the  band “Old Skool”. Bring a chair or a picnic 
rug and enjoy the music for a fun filled night. 

Easter Raffle Draw Results on 27/3/17 at assembly (Flyer to be sent out next week seeking donations 
of easter items along with raffle tickets and details). 

I would like to congratulate our new members to the committee  and various sub-committees and look 
forward to working with the community in 2017. 

Helene Fahey 
President 

 

 

 

mailto:julier@amaps.com.au


 

TUCKSHOP 

New Tuckshop ordering company 



Tuckshop wishes to advise all parents, carers and staff that on the 31
st
 March we will be leaving 

Flexischools. 

We will be moving forward  with another online ordering company QKR. 

Closer to the Term's end I will advise you on how to use QKR.  In the meantime could you 
please either use your credit and/or close your flexischools account by the end of term. 
Thankyou. 

Helene Fahey 
Tuckshop Convenor 

CLASS NEWS 

Prep News 

It is amazing to think we are already over half way through our first school term. The Prep children 
have been hard at work and are now producing some lovely samples of their learning. 

We have continued to focus on learning our letter names and sounds, and writing the correct formation 
of these letters.  We have also been concentrating on rhyme. Please sing nursery rhymes to your child 
to help practise rhyme which in turn helps with their reading. 

We have continued to look at 'Concepts of Prin't, (front cover, back cover, text direction, punctuation, 
spine, comprehension and discussion of the story) and sight words through literature. Next week we 
will send home our first set of sight words for the year. Please practise reading these with your child. 
The knowledge of these words are an important stage in reading. Next term we will be starting our 
home readers. 

In Science, we are monitoring daily weather patterns. We are recording the weather each day and 
discussing how it affects us, and what we may need for the different weather types. 

In History we are continuing to talk about our families. We hope that you have enjoyed completing your 
child’s “We Grow and Change” booklet with them. The children will be presenting their Change and 
Grow booklet to the class. Please return as soon as possible if you haven’t already done so. 

Last week the children participated in a beautiful liturgy led by Sister Brigid, to mark the beginning of 
Lent. The children were very well behaved and showed great reverence in the Church. In our 
classrooms we continue to look at Jesus’ family and “His life as a Jew”. As we are learning more about 
Jesus through the Bible, we are beginning to make comparisons between His life and ours, including 
our families and how we can live our life to be more like Jesus. 

Parent/teacher interviews will be happening before the end of Term One. Information will be sent home 
in the next week. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 1 News 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  



 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



  

 

  

 We hope to have a meeting with each student’s parent or caregiver in the next few weeks.  The form 
will come home and please return it as soon as possible in order to get a time that is suitable for 
all.  This meeting is to discuss how your child has settled into Grade One.  Please bring along as 
many questions as you like.  

  

Year 2 News 

Welcome to Week 7. My, how fast is the term going? Your children are working very hard and are 
hopefully achieving their goals. The children enjoyed the Clean up the School Day last Friday. They 
are doing a great job of keeping God's World beautiful! 

It has been great to see the children reap the rewards of their hard work every Tuesday when they 
complete the spelling test. Thank you parents for your support and help with weekly homework. 

It has also been fantastic to see the children reading confidently and improving with their reading each 
week! Keep up the great work parents and children! Don't forget to utilise the reading strategies sheet 
that was sent home. If you have misplaced this sheet please let your child's teacher know. 

The children have been enjoying the rotations each Tuesday, as are the teachers! Each teacher is 
able to focus a bit deeper in their chosen subject and the children can reap the rewards of that. 

We are going to ask the children to present a talk on their favourite recipe to share with the class in 
Week 9. You should have received a note last Friday with details regarding this activity. 

We are also going to get the children to plant seeds for various subjects. Stay tuned! 

We are also focusing on Good Deeds or Random Acts of Kindness for Lent. Thank you for your support 
with this.  How can we be more like Jesus during Lent? 

We hope you enjoy the remainder of the term.  

 



 

Year 3 News 

Last week, we participated in Shrove Tuesday activities and celebrated Ash Wednesday Mass. Lent 
is an important time for the Catholic church. You might like to ask your child what they are doing to be 
a better person during the season of Lent (and beyond). 

Our scripture focus ion Isaiah and Genesis tells us that God is always with us and will protect us as 
we journey through life. In Isaiah, God says, “I will never forget you. See, I have engraved you on the 
palm of my hand. You are always before my eyes.” The student responses to this have been beautiful 
and inspiring. Elyza thought this could mean that because God made the world with his hands, we are 
in his hands for as long as we are on Earth. Lily thought this could mean that we are drawn into God’s 
memory and we will never be forgotten. 

Thank you for the prompt return of the instrumental forms. Please be aware that your child will not be 
able to bring their instrument home until this form is returned. 

Please encourage your child to get into good study habits with their homework. We know it can 
sometimes be a struggle and we just ask that you do what is right for your child. Don’t forget that their 
online programs such as Literacy Planet and Study Ladder are learning opportunities, not just a 
reward. Students can type their spelling lists into Literacy Planet for extra practise, as well as complete 
Quest lessons to earn points for the arcade. It’s great to see so many Readers being changed every 
day and library books being enjoyed. A love of reading is the best gift you can give to your child and 
this is the most important part of homework. 

  

Sunflower Seeds 

It's that time of year, Sunflower Seeds are availabe again.  

Seeds cost 50 cents a packet with all proceeds going to Caritas.  They will be available from now until 
the end of Term 1.  Thankyou for your support. 

Year 4 News 

We can hardly believe that we are well into the second half of Term 1.  Our Year 4 students have 
been engaging in so much learning in a variety of ways.  Here is a snapshot of what they have been 
participating in... 



In English...."I like using Literacy Planet because it pushes me to the limit with learning my weekly 
spelling words.  Some of the grammar lessons are a hard brain challenge but I still try my best and I 
never give up."  - Corbin 

In Math..."We've been learning about addition with estimating and using the formal addition 
algorithm.  I've already mastered my formal addition in Mathematics so I'm ready to learn my next 
challenge.  Math is my favourite subject in school." - Reilly 

In H.A.S.S. and Art..."We've been learning about continents.  Firstly Australia, then Africa and now 
we're looking at South America. It's been interesting looking up all of the information about continents 
around the world on the tablets.  It's also been fun creating African styled Art, which we got inspired 
by from studying their culture." - Emily 

PB4L..."Everyday we need to control our bodies and our brains because it helps us learn. We show 
respect for property by taking good care of our tablets because they help us with our learning."- Jonte 

Religion...The Year Fours are learning about Caritas during the season of Lent.  We will be promoting 
a fundraiser to help raise money for Caritas called, Walk for Water.  All of the students of St Brigid's 
will be invited to donate a gold coin and participate in a water relay on the oval.  The event will take 
place on Friday 17th March.  The purpose of the relay is to get a feel for what many children in countries 
less fortunate than ours go through to access clean water. 

Please note that the Year Four teachers will be sending home a note and posting information on the 
Parent Portal later this week regarding Parent-Teacher conferences. 

Have a great remainder of the week and term. 

Year 5 News 

On Monday Year 5 went on an excursion to St Michael’s High School to see what life will be like after 
primary school. 

As we are a feeder school for St Michael’s, the staff were keen to show the student’s around the 
campus and let them experience some of the many exciting subjects they have on offer. 

My favourite part of the day was when we visited the science lab, we generated static electricity and 
made our hair stand up. 

Keenan 

 

  



  

  

 I really liked it when we went to the Home Economics room and made cup cakes. They were 
delicious and each person got to make two of them. 

Chloe  

 

The best part of the day was when we were taken to the basketball courts and taught how to play 
Dodge Ball. It was lots of fun and the teacher was really nice. 

Zara 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



Wood work was really cool! We got to make our own pencil boxes by nailing pieces of wood together 
and using a hot iron to brand our names on them. We even got to take them home. 

William 

 

 Mr May was the teacher that looked after us and he was really funny! He made us laugh when he 

made a joke about his birthday being on Star Wars Day because he was born on May the 4
TH

. He 
had some year 9 students show us around and talk to us about what is like to be a student at St 
Michael’s. 

Ellen 

We all had a great day and some of us have already decided that we want to go to St Michael’s when 
we start high school. 

Eden and Aalliyah 

  

Year 6 News 

Recently, Year 6 travelled to St Kevin’s for the Gold Coast Catholic School’s Leadership Day. 
Throughout the day the students had the opportunity to hear from inspirational leaders from our 
community, including management from Orange Sky Laundry and a young Gold Coast barrister who 
hasn’t let Multiple Sclerosis stand in the way of her dreams. 

The Year 6 students are to be commended for their behaviour and participation on the day. We had 
staff from other schools commenting on how mature our students acted which is a huge credit to them. 
We are looking forward to them putting all the leadership skills they learnt about on the day into practise 
throughout the year. 



 

OFFICE NEWS 

Student Absences 

We ask that all student absences now be reported via the Parent Portal.  You will notice there is an 
icon dedicated to "reporting student absences". This is a more convenient method and can be done 
from any device.   We no longer have an absence line on the phone. 

Please report absences before 9am so we can then inform parents of any 

unexplained absences promptly. 

Cash payments 

Just a friendly reminder that we are a cashless office, therefore any cash payments made to the office 
must contain the correct money as we are unable to provide change. 

 

 



 

Parent Portal Tip 

It is so easy to be kept up to date with our Parent Portal when you make use of the "Alert Me" 
feature under the Class Information tab.  Once you select Alert me, you have a choice of how you 
will be alerted, either by text or email, when a new post for your child's class is uploaded to the 
portal.  You will see the Alert Me  icon in the bottom left hand corner of the page once you open up 
Class Information. An example is pictured below. As soon as new information is posted by their 
teacher, you will be alerted and therefore always kept up to date with what's happening in your 
child's class. Give it a go! 



 

  

COMMUNITY NEWS 

You’re invited to a community tree planting day at Kamholtz Park, Nerang. Please find invitation below 
with RSVP details. 

The planting will kick start a 1 year project that will see 2500 trees planted along the Nerang River 

in conjunction with the City of Gold Coast and the community. 

Supported by Division 5 Councillor Peter Young. 



 

 

 



Out of the Dark Expo 

Get the facts on online safety. 

Are you safe online? It doesn’t matter if you are a digital native or a digital novice it is time to come 
out of the dark and learn how to stay safe and protected when you are online and connected. 

On 11 March 2017, the Out of the Dark Expo will be showcasing some of the best ways available to 
help you do just that. Visit our Out of the Dark Facebook event page to find out more. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/events/818837694921944/

